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INTRODUCTION

The Mogollon Mountain region is probably the least
known of ary section in New Mexico of similar extent and
wealth.

The region offers a ripe field for both txie archae

ologist and the student of modern history.
The region bears evidence, in its many prehistoric
ruins, of having at one time supported a large sedentary
population.

As regards the early inhabitants of this area,

£. W* H&ury, in his The Mogollon Culture of Southwes tern
hew Mexico1 says, WA date of 900 in the Mogollon village for
pit houses throws some light on the rapidity accompanying the
change, for certainly, in the early decades of the 1000fs,
pueblos were already being built.

Pit houses, therefore,

survived late in this region, and need not be assigned the
great age customarily associated with dwellings of this type.
Since the advent of the white man in the Southwest, the
Mogollon Mountains have, however, been the home and hunting
grounds of the Apache Indians.
Although interesting and valuaole studies could be
made of the region from various angles, this paper will be
confined to a general description of the northern end of the
Mogollon Mountains and a detailed account of the principal

Emil W. Haury, The Mogollon Culture of Southwestern
M E Mexico. Medallion Papers No. XX, p. 123.

mm?-

iv
elements Involved in the historical development of the
Mogollon or Cooney Mining District.

The district produced,

between the years 1904 and 1935, ores valued at $>15*491*200.
„
3
Estimated production prior to 1905 was o5,000,000.

2

Although numerous papers have been written on the
geologic aspects of the district by agents of the United
•States Geologic Survey and the hew Mexico School of Mines and
Metallurgy, no effort has been made previously to gather in
orderly fashion the facts relating to the historical develop
ment of the district.

R. S. Allen, In his annual publication

called The Mogollon Mines, published from 1910 until 1916,
includes much valuable information concerning the early
history of the region, but makes no attempt at organization.
Allen1.s publication is freely quoted in Twitchell’s Leading
Facts of Me* Mexican History, which work gives more attention
to the history of the Mogollon region than any of the works
on the history of hew Mexico which have been examined by the
writer.
In the present study, the development of the district
will be treated in three divisions, as follows:

Chapter 1/

o

0. H. Metzger, Gold Mining in New Mexico, U.S.B.I.,
Bureau of Mines, I. C. 6987, p. 16, 1938.

3
U.S*G.S.

H. G. Ferguson, The mogollon District* New Mexico,
Bulletin, 715-1*, p. 172, 1921.

Naae, Location, and Topography; Chapter II, Exploration
Discovery of Minerals, and Early Development; Chapter III
Recent Operations.

CHAPTER I

NAME, LOCATION* AND TOPOGRAPHY

The Mogollon Mining District and the town of Mogollon
take their names from the mountain range in which they lie*
which in turn takes its name from Don Juan Ignacio Flores
Mogollon* Governor of New Mexico, 1712 to 1715.^
The Mogollon Mining District lies in the Mogollon
Mountains in the southwestern part of Catron County* New
Mexico, about fifteen miles east of the Arizona line, and
about seventy-five miles, by highway, north from Silver City.
The region is reached by highway from Silver City, New
Mexico, and Clifton, Arizona, on the south, and from Magda
lena* New Mexico, and Holbrook, Arizona, on the north. Until
very recently, travel In the mountains was restricted to
horse travel.

In recent years, however, the work of the

Civilian Conservation Corps In building forest roads has
opened large sections of the region to automobile travel.
The western slope of the Mogollon Range Is traversed
by deep canyons having their drainage in the San Francisco
River.

Most of the mineral deposits and mines are on the

western slope of the range and not far from the foot of the

The Memorial of Fray Alonso de Benavides. 1630*
translated by Mrs. Ed. E. Ayer; annotated by F. W. Hodge
and C. F. Luiamis (Chicago: privately printed, 1916), p. 266.

2

main mountain slope.

The Mogollon Mining District is near

the northern end of this western slope of the mountains.
The Mogollon Mountain Range owes its topographic
expression to faulting along the present western front, which
has elevated this part of the range relatively to the valley
on the west, now drained by the San Francisco River.2

The

Mogollon Mining District is in the western part of the range,
about a mile east of the fault scarp.

The topography of the

district and surrounding area is that of a fault-block
mountain in an early stage of erosion.

The steep, forbidding

cliffs that form the front part of the Mogollon Range face
westward across the valley of the San Francisco River.
Between the flat river bed, which at Alma is about four
thousand nine hundred feet above sea level, and the mountains,
are flat-topped mesas of partly consolidated gravel, whose
altitude ranges from fifty-four hundred feet on Whitewater
Mesa to more than six thousand feet on the mesa north of
Copper Creek.
stream canyons.

The mesas to the east are trenched by deepMineral Creek and Silver Creek cross the

area covered by the accompanying map, from east to west, and
Houston Canyon drains a small tract in the southwestern part.
The magnificent canyon of Whitewater Creek is just south of
the area, and to the north is Copper Creek; both these

2

... .. _ H. G. Ferguson, Mogollon Mining District. Kew M e x ic o .
0. S. G. S. Bulletin 737, 1927.

•\
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3
streams are about parallel to Mineral and Silver Creeks.

As

the faulting which has produced the present topography is of
comparatively recent date, the stream canyons are extremely
youthful$ and their walls, particularly near the front of the
scarp that marks the front of the range, are precipitous.34 In
Cooney Box, the western part of Mineral Creek Canyon, the
altitude at stream level is fifty-four hundred and fifty feet;
at the edge of the plateau, six hundred feet to the north, it
is sixty-three hundred feet.

The topography of the Silver

Creek Canyon is similar; but for the most part, the cliffs are
noc so steep.

Along Whitewater Creek the canyon walls are as

steep as in Cooney Box.

Farther up the stream courses, the

valleys, although still bordered by sharp cliffs, are not of
the box: canyon form which is characteristic at their first
exit from the range.

To the east of the Mogollon District,

the stream valleys, though still steep-sided, lose the cliffenclosed canyon form which is characteristic near the front
of the range.
Above the cliffs, the topography changes abruptly; and
the inter-stream areas are comparatively flat between altitude
of sixty-three hundred feet in the western part of the area,
and seventy-five hundred feet in the eastern part.^ The

3 Ibid.
4 Ibid.
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boundary between this upland bench and the stream canyons is
nearly everywhere sharply defined.

This plateau is less well

developed in the inter-stream areas south of the Mogollon
District, and better developed in those of the north, partic
ularly between Copper and Deep Creeks.
On the east the land rises sharply from this dissected
plateau to the line of high peaks at altitudes of about ten
thousand feet, which marks the crest of the range.
The Mogollon Range is built principally of Tertiary
lavas with accompanying pyroclastic rocks and subordinate
quantities of sandstone and conglomerate, probably of fluviatile origin, that represent periods of quiet betweeii
volcanic outbursts.^

As no fossils are found, the exact age

of the rock is not determinable; but as there are considerable
erosional unconformities in the section, the rocks of the
district represent a fairly long time interval.

Graton

con

siders that the lavas were probably extruded early in the
tertiary period.

The rocks were later faulted, and the fault

veins later became the site of quartz and calcite veins.
The faults are nearly everywhere accompanied by veins;
and there is no important fault in the district, except the

' Ibid.
L. C. Graton, Mogollon District. U. S. G. S.
sional Paper 68, 1910.

Profes

.
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large recent fault along the mountain front, which does not
show mineralization.

The veins which have thus far yielded

notable productions lie in an area less than two miles long
by one mile wide, bounded by the Last Chance-Confidence vein
on the south, the Queen on the east, and the southern part
of the Silver Bar on the north.

Within this area the three

most important lateral veins, the Last Chance-Confidence,
Maud S., and Fanny have proved the most productive.
The ores of the district are divided into two distinct
classes.

The first of these is gold-silver ore, in which

practically no copper occurs, argentite and pyrlte carrying
values with the usual oxidation minerals in the upper zones
and the lower altered zones.
throughout the district.

This class of ore predominates

When silver is worth thirty cents

an ounce, ten dollar ore will usually run five dollars in
gold and five dollars in silver.^
The second class of ore is known locally as coppergold-silver ore, bornite, chalcolite, and eh&lcopyrite carry
ing variable amounts of gold and silver, with the usual oxi
dation minerals in the upper zones.

With silver at thirty

cents an ounce, and copper at seven cents a pound, ten dollar
ore will usually run one and one half dollars in gold, three
dollars in silver, and five dollars and fifty cents in copper.^ 8
7
7

Williara J. Weatherby to J. B. Anderson, letter,
January, 1939.

8
IkM.

CHAPTER II
EXPLORATION, DISCOVERY OF MINERALS,
AND EARLY DEVELOPMENT
Mineral Creek Area

The northern portion of the Mogollon Mountain Range
was probably the last section of New Mexico to be explored
and made known to Americans.

There was only one reason for

this tardiness in opening up one of the most beautiful and
rich portions of the state.

That one reason was, however,

sufficient to keep a large body of United States troops in
the region for a period of several years, and to keep the
region closed to settlement and exploitation until the latter

part Of the nineteenth century.

This mountain range was the

hunting ground and last stronghold within the United States
of one of our most dreaded tribes of Indians, the Apache.
The first known exploration of the region of the
Mogollon Mountains was done by a party of trappers under the
leadership of James Ohio Pattie,^ in the year 1825.

In Jan

uary of that year, Pattie and his companions, while searching
for some stream which hud not been worked by trappers,
arrived at the confluence of the Gila and San Francisco

1
R* G. Thv/aites, Pattieys Personal Narrative, Early
Western Tra/els. Volume XVIII, p. 9 S T ~

Q

Ip

...*

_

• >i .. v

v. ':o

7
2
Rivers.

Finding excellent trapping on the Ban Francisco,

Pattie and his party ascended that stream to the source of
one of its upper branches, crossed over the mountains to the
headwaters of the Gila and spent the time until March 29
3
trapping on the headwaters of that stream.
While enroute from the upper waters of one of the
tributaries of the Gila back to the San Francisco, Pattie
mentions that he picked up a small parcel or ore, which he
put in his shot pouch, which was proved afterward to be an
ore of silver.
Although it is not possible from the description
given by Pattie of his movements to trace his exact route
along the headwaters of the Gila and San Francisco Rivers,
one would seem to be justified, after careful study of his
account of his travels, in venturing the statement that
Pattie was the first man to make record of the existence of
silver ores in the northern portion of the Mogollon Mountains,
this region being the source of the upper waters of the Gila
and the eastern and northern branches of the San Francisco.
The first mineral locations made in the Mogollon

2 Ibid.
3
Pattie, iii his narrative, does not inake sufficient
time allowance for his crossing from the true head of the
San Francisco to the head of the Gila.
It is, therefore,
probable that he mistook either the Tularosa or Negrito
Creeks for the source of the San Francisco.

■

4 ■ '■

i •:j
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8
Mining District were the result of the discovery of rich
silver ore by James C. Cooney, in 1875.

At the time of his

discovery, Cooney was Quartermaster Sefgeant of the Eighth
United States Cavalry, stationed at Ft. Bayard, and was
engaged at the time in a scouting expedition along the western
slope of the Mogollon Mountains.

He made his discovery in

what is now called Cooney Canyon, on Mineral Creek.^
Upon the expiration of his period of enlistment in the
spring of 1876, Cooney organized a party to prospect the
region of his discovery .*

The locations made by this party

were the beginning of what was formerly known as the Cooney
Mining District, now called Mogollon Mining District.
The party organized and led by Cooney was made up of
George W. Williams, Frank Vingoe, and John Lambert of
Georgetown; Harry McAllister, William Burns, and George Doyle
6
of Central,
In spite of severe fights with the Indians, the
party was successful in making their locations; but increasing
hostility on the part of the Indians forced the abandonment of
all the claims except that of William Burns, the Albatross,
who managed to do his annual assessment work in spite of
Indian troubles.

The Albatross may be stated to be the oldest 5
*

s Fayette C. Jones, New Mexico Mines and Minerals.
1906, pp. 129-132.
‘
'
5 Ibid.
H. S. Allen, Mogollon Mines. 6th Annual Edition, 1915.

9
continuously worked claim in the district.

By 1878 the

Apaches had become quieter, and all the claims were relocated.
In the year 1878, James C. Cooney, with Jack Chick,
Alex McLaughlin, G. C. Williams, Frank Vingoe, Harry McAllis
ter, W. T. Burns, George Doyle, and John Lambert returned
from the base of supply, Silver City, with two ox-drawn
wagons and settled at Clairmont, on Copper Creek, the first
actual settlement in the Cooney, or Hogollon, Mining
7

District.

The road explored and built by this party by way

of the north side of Silver Peak was used as the route into
the region until the construction of the road through the
Cooney Canyon in 1882.

The building of the road up Cooney

Caryon caused the desertion of Clairmont, the base of oper
ations of the prospectors and miners of the region shifting
to Camp Cooney, on Mineral Creek, this camp having grown up
around the Silver Bar, or Cooney, location.

Clairmont,

during its very short existence, had become a very busy
8 „
camp.
Its desertion, however, was so complete that the
only remains of the place, in the spring of 1938, were two
old crumbled cabins and traces of an old corral.
Considerable work was done at the Cooney location,

7 Ibid.
g
Syi Gaoblin, Mogolion resident since 1883, personal
interview, Mogolion, New Mexico, July, 1938.

■

•

u tiz ■

at

.

•

.■ -I;

'i-; .vt ■

-

X *"‘

*•:

D

10

called the Silver Bar, during the years 1878 and 1879.

The

initial labor brought to light some very rich gold ore, a
small shipment of which was sent to Silver City in 1379.
Through negligence, this shipment lay in a warehouse for six
months before being shipped to Denver for treatment.

nWhen

assayed, the lot gave a net return over expenses of mining,
wagon transportation to San Marcial, and by rail to Denver,
of two hundred dollars per ton.n

9

Operations at the Cooney location continued until
April, 1880, when Victoric, the celebrated Apache chief, went
on the warpath.

On April 28, 1880, Camp Cooney was attacked

by the Indians, and two miners were killed.

Two men were

sent to warn the settlers at Alma, while others made their
way to Roberts Ranch, on the west bank of the San Francisco,
near Alma, which served as a rendezvous for the settlers and

10
miners.
The Roberts place was attacked on the twenty-ninth,
and there was a lively scrap throughout the day.

On the

following morning, no Indians being in sight, A1 Potter and
John Motsinger attempted to go back up Mineral Creek to
determine the fate of those who had been unable to make their
way to the rendezvous.

These men were ambushed a few miles0
1
*

R. S. Allen, Mo-;ollon Mines. 5th Annual Edition, 1914-.
10

Fayette C. Jones, New Mexico Mines and Minerals,
World *s Fair Edition, Santa Fe, hew Mexico, 1904* P* 135.

■

•

•
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11

from the Roberts place, and only by quick thinking and hard
riding were they able to make their way back to the ranch.
Rater in the same day, James Cooney axid William Chick very
rashly attempted to make their way to Camp Cooney.

Both

were killed and their bodies mutilated by the Indians.
Having learned of the near approach of troops from
iort Bayard, the Apaches scattered to the mountains and the
siege of the Roberts place was e n d e d . ^

Near the spot where Cooney was killed a large boulder
w a s later tunneled into, and the remains of his body were

sealed in this rock as a final resting place.

The Cooney

Tomb is at the present day one of the attractions of south
western new Mexico and is situated near the opening of the
Cooney Box on Mineral Creek, one of the most beautiful and
awe inspiring canyons of the state.
Michael Cooney, a brother of James Cooney, arrived in
the district soon after the trouble in which James Cooney
was killed.
property.

He began the real development of the Cooney
For the period between 1880 and 1890 the history

of the development of the district centers around the
activities of Michael Cooney and his associates.
Michael Cooney, upon his arrival in the district, was

^

12
1915.

Ibid.
R. S. Allen, Mo&ollon Mines, 6th Annual Edition,

12

made administrator of the estate of his deceased brother.
Inventory of the estate was made on June 1, 1880, by Michael
Cooney, George W. Williams, and William Burns.

This inven

tory, as recorded in Probate Court of Socorro County, Terri
tory of New Mexico, Book E, page 258, shows the estate to
have consisted of:
No. 1. Mining claim known as "Silver Bar" located in
Cooney Mining District, County of Socorro, and situated
on the north slope of the Mogollon Mountains.
Said
mine being developed to the amount of $2500 in labor.
No. 2. Mining claim known as "Comet Mine" located 900
feet west of the Silver Bar and seven miles east of
the San Francisco Kiver, on which no labor has been
performed.
No. 3. Mining claim known as "Western Extension No. 1
Princess Mine" on the summit of the divide of Mineral
and Silver Creeks and commencing at a stone monument
erected on the vein western boundary of Princess Mine.
No labor has been done on this claim.
No. 4- 1/3 interest in Mining Claim known as "Silver
Plume" located on Mineral Creek 400 feet east of Copper
Queen and seven miles east of the San Francisco River.
No labor has been performed on this claim.
All personal property and papers had been destroyed by the
Indians.
The optimism with which James Cooney viewed the future
during the few months prior to his death is shown by his
statement in a letter to his brother in New Orleans, Louisi
ana, in which he states that assays of ore from the Silver
Bar mine have shown values of between seven thousand and fif
teen thousand dollars per ton.

In this same letter, Cooney

?•
•

13
states that the mine shows one hundred and fifty thousand
dollars of ore in sight with enough copper ore to pay all
expenses of mining.

He says, "It will take one million

dollars to buy me out."

13

During the year 1881, Michael Cooney built a road
through the box canyon on Mineral creek, and by 1882 had
succeeded in raising a fund of twenty-five thousand dollars
for development of the Cooney properties.

From the tone of

several letters written by Captain Cooney during the years
1882 and 1883, it is evident that either the amount of work
ing capital was insufficient or the management of the
property was not skillful enough to put the Cooney Mining
Company on a paying basis.

All the evidence examined

indicates that the people who put up the money for the devel
opment of the property were not fortunate in their selection
of men to direct the ?/ork.
By the spring of 1883, the affairs of the Cooney
Mining Company were in such bad shape that suit at law had
been filed against the company by creditors, and Captain
Cooney had been forced to consent to the selling of the
property for the satisfaction of its creditors.

Captain

13
James Cooney to M. Cooney, letter, 1880, in posses
sion of Charles Cooney, Silver City, New Mexico.
Papers of Captain M« Cooney, in possession of
Charles Cooney, Silver City, Mew Mexico.

H
Cooney was successful, however, in making arrangements with
the principal stockholders by which he bought in the property
with no exchange of money.

15

After the sale and purchase of

the Cooney Mining Company by Captain Cooney, a new company
was organized, known as the Silver Hill Mining Company.

In

the organization of this new company, Captain Cooney retained
enough shares of stock so that his own interest and that of
the minor heirs of James Cooney were amply protected.

In the

process of reorganization, the disturbing and retarding
elements in the old company seem to have been liquidated and
the new company put on a paying basis in a few months.
The Silver Hill Mining Company was organized and began
operations in May, 1883; but after three months of operations,
the new company showed a deficit of eight thousand dollars.
At a meeting of the officers of the company on August 20,
1883, the President, a Mr. Coughran of Iowa, was in favor of
suspending operations, but was persuaded to continue for
another month during which time new ore would be taken from
the mine and only the highest grade was to be concentrated.

1A

Apparently the scheme was successful, for Captain Cooney,
acting as superintendent, is said to have taken from the mine

15 M. Cooney to P. H. Coney, letter, 1883, in posses
sion of Charles Cooney, Silver City, Hew Mexico.
16 Ibid.

.

15
gross earning of three hundred and sixty thousand dollars
within the ensuing twelve months.

17

That profitable operations did not continue for sore
than a few years is indicated in a letter from M. Cooney to
P. H. Coney of Topeka, Kansas, dated October 30, 1887, in
which Cooney says, ffWe have had a run of hard luck in this
camp for some time past, owing to many of the properties
being placed in St* Louis with mining sharks who went in for
stock deals instead of legitimate mining.11

That the Silver

Hill Mining Company was not operating at this time is further
indicated by the fact that in the same letter mentioned
above, Captain Cooney states that he is px-eparing to set up a
small stamp mill in the Silver Creek area.
That conditions in the camp did not improve during the
next three years, in so far as the Silver Hill Mining Company
was concerned at least, is shown in a circular letter which .
was sent to the stockholders of the company by the secretary,
I|
T. F. Cooney.
This circular, sent out on August 7, 1890,
states that no shipments of ore had been made from the mine
since 1885, and that the obligations of the company to date

17

Charles Cooney, personal interview, Silver City,
Hew Mexico, January, 1938.
18
J Papers of Michael Cooney, in possession of Charles
Cooney, Silver City, Hew Mexico.

16
amounted to $47,846-92, that sum having been used largely for
development work looking for new bodies of ore.
Apparently no satisfactory arrangeiaents were made for
the liquidation of the liabilities of the company; for on
October 22, 1890, the holdings of the Silver Hill Mining
Company were sold by the sheriff of Socorro County to satisfy
judgment rendered by the district court in favor of Michael
Cooney.

The property was bought in by Mrs. Jennie M. Cooney,

wife of Michael Cooney, for the sum of $29,458.36.^
Soon after the property came again into the control
of the Michael Cooney family, Tom Cooney, Hiram Coates, and
George Schaible leased the property from the owner and oper
ated for the period until 1896, during which time they are
said to have taken about seventy-five thousand dollars worth
of ore from the mine. w At the expiration of the lease in
1896, the property was sold to the McCreary Brothers of
Cripple Creek, Colorado, who, during a period of one and onehalf years, took out a total of two hundred and fifty thousand
21
dollars in ore.
In 1902, the McCreary Brothers sold their
interest to the Mogolion Gold and Copper Company, who

19

Charles Cooney, personal interviev/, Silver City,
New Mexico , January, 1938.
20
21

Ibid.
Ibid.

.

17
retained control of the property until 1912, when it passed
into control of the Socorro Mines Company, the organization
of which company marks the beginning of large scale operations
in the Cooney or Mogollon region.

Since 1904, production from

the Silver Bar and other mines in the Mineral Creek region has
been negligible.
Captain Michael Cooney entered public life in New
Mexico in 1882, when he was elected to represent Socorro
County in the Territorial Legislature.
seat until 1884*

He did not take his

In 1888 he was again elected to serve as

representative from Socorro County.

In 1894 Captain Cooney

was elected Collector of Taxes for Socorro County.

At the

time of his death, in 1915, he was serving as a member of the
Board of Regents of the New Mexico School of Mines.
Although Captain Cooney had not been actively in
charge of any mining operations in the Mogollon region for a
number of years prior to his death, it was the lure of gold
in those mountains which brought about his death.

The follow-

ing story, taken from a paper written by James H. Lyons,

22

gives the background for the prospecting trip into the
mountains which ended in death:
In the spring of 1883, a man named Turner, who was

James H. Lyons, **Captaln Cooney*s Fate^ unpublished
account, Kelley, New Mexico, 1915.

.
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working for Captain Cooney, was outfitted and grubstaked by
Cooney.

Turner left for a prospecting trip into the

mountains and was never seen by Captain Cooney again.

Cooney

and Turner were, of course, to be equally interested in any
thing found by Turner.

In the fall of 1884, when Captain

Cooney was attending sessions of the Legislature in Santa Fe,
he was approached by the owner of a printing establishment In
Santa Fe, who asked the Captain to use his influence in
getting some of the State*s printing business.

In the course

of their conversation, it developed that the printer had come
to New Mexico in response to a letter from a nephew who had
offered him a share in a rich mine which he had discovered in
the Mogollon Mountains.

Further conversation developed the

fact that the nephew in question was the man Turner, vdio had
been grubstaked by Cooney•

The uncle, however, had never

contacted the nephew after selling his business in Ohio and
coming to Silver City, Hew Mexico, as instructed by the nephew.
The ’
ancle had arrived at Silver City at the appointed time and
had waited several weeks for his nephew to meet him there.
When the nephew did not show up, the uncle had finally
settled in Santa Fe.
The letter which the nephew had written stated that the
vein ol rich ore had been found in Sycamore Canyon, which was
in one of the unexplored regions of the Mogollons at that time.
In the spring of 1889, the bones of a man were found on the

/

.

,
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middle fork of Sycamore Creek by cowboys in the employ of the
TJ Cattle Company.
Turner.

The bones were taken to be those of

Around the remains were found eighty-eight empty

cartridge shells, which indicated that Turner had been
attacked by Indians and had put up quite a fight before being
killed.

The news of this find determined Captain Cooney to

find the vein which Turner had reported to his uncle.

It was

on one of his many trips into the mountains in search of
Turner Ts find that Captain Cooney met his death.
On October 26, 1914, Captain Cooney left his home in
Socorro for what proved to be his last trip in search of the
lost vein.

The Captain*s diary, which he always kept when in

the mountains, gives us the story of that last trip:
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
ho v .
hov.

t*\

•
>
o
35
hov.
flov.
Nov.
hov*
ho v .

26 Camped at Post K o * 20
f!
27
at timber
tr
28
at point of Luera Mts.
n
29
at Hubbels
Tt
30
at Alexanders
H
31
at Snow Creek
r
t
i
at the Papineaus
rt
2
at mound old U. S. Station
ft
at ^ogollon Creek
»
4
head East Fork
rt
5
north branch Brushy Cary on
6
tried to get doYm into Brushy
7
n
n TT out of Brushy
8 The horse left me on the last load
--- j

----- — v

7

Jr

•**

to top of point with panniers.
Went back for
bedding and while leading Jerry, Tom, being
hungry, got off trail and went crashing over
rocks and bushes, down the mt:
cut him loose
from the pack, and it being now dark, made a
rock bed; turned Tom loose and left Jerry loose
with the bridle on:
slept there all night.

20
Nov.

9

Piled the bedding and covered with pack
cover and led Jerry up to where the
panniers were, and was so tuckered out that
I slept there famished for water.

Nov. 10

Went south making trail to get down to
water:
came to precipice and had to turn
back. Got dark, and there being good grass
unsaddled.
Thought Jerry was attempting to
take back trail: got ahead of him and waited
for him to eat grass.
Then could not find
place unsaddled at: made fire and slept with
in twenty yards of where I left my stuff.

Nov. 11

Woke up, used up.
Tried to eat bread, got
some sugar and tried to eat it, got some
tablets and sucked them. Will try to saddle
Jerry and go back on trail far enough to get
down to water, as I hate to have him left
here, without water since the 5th— six days.
Will put in tonight, the 11th on the rats, and
start for water in the morning.
God be with
meI
I shouted for help today----I smelt fresh
meat acooking---- but got no reply—

Nov. 12

I got down with difficulty and went crash into
a pool of water.
It started to rain, and has
kept it up for two days and nights.
No place
for bed, wet and cold. Hobbled Jerry and will
now try to get on. Heard the bell first night:
do not hear it anymore.
Two of the worst
night matches all wet: can have no fire.

Nov. 15

It let in a little sun, and feels better.

Before setting out on this last trip, Captain Cooney
nad promised his family that he would be back home in time
lor Thanksgiving.

The search for him began immediately after

Thanksgiving; but because of deep snows in the mountains, his
body was not found until February Ik, 1915.

The body was

found by a group of searchers who were out from Cliff, New
Mexico.

When found, the body of the Captain was within one
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hundred yards of the spot where the supposed bones of Turner
had been found twenty years before.
The vein located by Turner has not yet been discovered,
although many prospectors have worked the region over and
over again.
The camp at Cooney, which had grown up around the
Silver Bar or Cooney Mine, seems to have been a thriving vil
lage during the I S S O ’s and the 1890Ts, having boasted at
least one saloon, a general store, and post office.

The

store was owned and operated by a gentleman by the name of
Louis Liot, who, from all reports was a gentleman well able
to do business in a rough mining camp and be sure that his
business would not be damaged by the miners and outlaws who
infested the country at that time.

The saloon is eaadldly

described by French who says, "In this town of Cooney was a
notorious resort run by two men named Penny and Shelton. The
resort, which they were pleased to call a saloon, had an
unsavory reputation, owing to the fact that v/hen they had
drained a customer of all his savings,

if he was sufficiently

inoffensive, they usually beat him up before throwing him
into the street."2'^
With the increase of developments in the Silver Creek

^ Hon. William French, Some Recollections of a
Western Ranchman, p. 161.
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region in the early 1890?s and the corresponding decrease in
activity in the Mineral Creek region during the same period,
the camp began to dissolve, and by 1895 the post office had
been discontinued at Cooney and established at Mogollon.

Silver Creek Region

The exploration of the Silver Creek region followed
closely upon the beginning of operations in the Mineral Creek
area.

In fact, some of the locations which later became the

largest producing mines in the district were made by members
of the party which braved the Indian danger with James Cooney
upon his first organized prospecting trip into Copper arid
Mineral Creeks.

Vingoe and McAllister were interested in the

great Little Fanny claim before its development into a mine
which has produced approximately eight millions of dollars in
gold and silver ores.2^

The Last Chance property, which has

produced in the neighborhood of ten millions of dollars, was
prospected by John Lambert and John Eberle.

25

The first mill to be constructed and operated in the
valley of Silver Creek was built on the Maude S claim by
Captain M. Cooney about 1890.

About this same time a mill

was being built on the Last Chance c l a i m . ^
2/
^ Maurice E. Coates, personal interview, Mogollon,
New Mexico, June, 1938.
2;> Ibid.
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The first cabin built in the valley of Silver Creek
was owned by John Eberle and was constructed in 1889, at the
junction of South Fork and Silver Creek.2 ^

Eberle used his

building both as store and residence.
In the same year that John Eberle settled on Silver
Creek, Harry Herrman, the pioneer lumberman of the district,
moved a sawmill into the valley a few miles above the present
site of Mogollon.

As soon as lumber could be cut, the growth

of Mogollon was rapid.

The greatest population for the town

was reached in about 1908-9, during the building of the
Fanny Mill, when the population is said to have been between
eighteen hundred and two thousand p e o p l e . ^
In 1892 or 1893, the United States Post Office was
established in Mogollonj; and although the major part of the
town was destroyed by fire in 1901, 2<^ rebuilding was very
rapid, more liberal use being made of stone and adobe in the
rebuilding.
The town of Mogollon presents an interesting picture
to those viewing it for the first time, due to the fact that
the valley in which it lies is so narrow and steep that in

27
28

Ibid
George Kraus, personal interview, Mogollon, Hew

Mexico, July, 1938.
29 Ibid.
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many instances the roofs of the houses, at the rear; are
level with the hillside.

Liberal use of dynamite is in many

instances necessary in order to obtain sufficient space for
foundations.

The fact that Silver Creek runs uncovered

beside and across the main and only street seems particularly
odd to the visitor.

The stream, however, furnishes an easy

and effective means of garbage disposal during periods of
high water.
According to the most reliable information available,
the first school in Mcgollon was opened in 1 8 9 7 . ^ The first
school house was built of wood and was completely destroyed
by fire in 1915, being replaced by the present stone struc
ture in that year.

Although the population of the town has

been, and would seem at present to be, large enough to
support a public high school, there has never been such a
school in the settlement.

The children of those who are

determined to send their pupils to high school are taken care
of in the schools at Silver City, Cliff, and Reserve.
The oldest living settler in the Mogolion Mining Dis
trict is Mr. Maurice E. Coates, who still lives and operates
a general store in the town.

Mr. Coates came into the valley

of the San Francisco with a party of settlers who started the

■
>u H. L, Kelly, personal interview, Mogolion, ftew
Mexico, May, 1938.
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village of Alma,

He was present at the siege of the Roberts

Ranch, during which siege James C„ Cooney met his death at
the hand of the Apaches.

Others still living in Mogollon who

were on the ground in the early days of the settlement and
can tell many interesting incidents of the early development
of the district are George Kraus, Charlie Munns, Syl Gamblln,
and George Dudbarrow, all of whom came to the district in the
1880*s or early 1 8 9 0 rs.
The first road into the Silver Creek region began at
what was known as the Worden Place in the valley of Mineral
Creek and ran up Silver Creek to Mogollon.

31

Freighters in

those days worked from eight to twelve horses or mules and
pulled a trail wagon.

When leaving the ?/orden Place for

Mogollon, however, it was necessary to drop the trail wagon
and use all available motive power to take one wagon at a
time up the trail.

Wagons hauling single pieces of heavy

machinery for the mines and mills are said to have beerforced, in many instances, to use as many as fourteen mules
to pull into town from the valley.
The second road Into the town of Mogollon was built
in three sections and followed, in general, the route of the
previous road In its course across the hills from the settle
ment to the mesa to the west of the main range of the

31

E. A. Cunningham, personal interview, Glenwooa,
hew Mexico, August, 1938.
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mountains.

32

The first section of the road was built up

Whitewater Greek by settlers who laid out farms arid estab
lished homes along the creek.

In 1892, the people who were

interested in milling the ores from the Confidence Mine, the
chief of whom was David H. Moffat of Moffat Tunnel fame,
built a mill at the foot of Whitewater Mesa.

The location

of the mill at this point necessitated the building of a road
from the mill to the Confidence Mine, over which ore might be
hauled to the mill for treatment.

The Confidence Mine is

located near the top of the mountain which separates Mogollon
from Whitewater Mesa.
The people of Mogollon next undertook the task of
constructing a road from the Last Chance Mine, in the valley
near the town, to the top of the mountain, where they connected
with the road built from the mesa to the Confidence Mine.'3'
Traces of this second road are still visible in many places.
And in some instances, the grade of the road corresponds with
the present grade^
The grade of the present road was laid out in 1897 and
built by convict labor from the state penitentiary

The

only equipment used in the building of the road was the pick

32
33

Ibid.
Ibid.

34 Ibid.
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and shovel.

Traveling over the grade, one marvels that the

construction was possible without the aid of modern machin
ery.

After the building of the grade, little was done to

improve the condition of the road until the advent of the
Civilian Conservation Corps, which has widened and drained
the road until its condition is satisfactory for all year
automobile travel.
The one road to the east from the Mogoilon area was
built near the turn of the century, and was known as the
Bursum Road, due to the prominent part played by Senator
H. 0. Bursum in forwarding the project.

The road, although

traveled by Senator Bursum and a companion in a buckbo&rd
at the time of its completion, was never more than a good
pack trail throughout the greater part of its length, until
the Civilian Conservation Corps resurveyed and improved the
route during the past three years.

About six or eight miles

of the road had been made passable through the years, as saw
mills moved farther and farther up the valley of Silver Creek
and on to the top of the mountain, in search of sites near
suitable and accessible milling timber.
In 1908,^' a road was built from near the top of the
divide between Mogoilon and Whitewater Mesa to the site of
a power plant which was built at the junction of South Fork

35

H. A. Hoover, Agent of Lehigh Metals, personal
interview, Mogoilon, New Mexico, December, 1937.
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with Whitewater Greek.

For about three years this road was

maintained; but with the introduction of crude oil as a source
of power and the abandonment of the Whitewater Power Plant,
the road fell into disuse and bad repair.

It is still

possible but very risky to travel the road by automobile.
The power plant to which this road was built will be discussed
in connection with the organization of the Socorro Mines
Company.
The story of the early development of nines in the
Silver Creek area is one of rich ore, but also the story of a
losing battle in the attempt to recover a sufficiently large
percentage of the values of these ores to make operations
profitable.

One of the most regretable features in the

history of the district is the large amounts of good ore which
were treated with only fifty to sixty per cent recovery before
the introduction of the cyanide process of recovering larger
values from the silver sulfide ores.

This waste of values is

perhaps best illustrated in the history of the Confidence Mine
and the Graham Mill.

At the time the mill at Graham was

constructed, the ore, being treated by the pan amalgamation
process, assayed nearly thirty dollars in gold and silver per
ton.

With this good ore, however, operations did not pay

J E. A. Cunningham, personal interview, Glenwood,
hew Mexico, June, 1938.
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when recovery of values in milling amounted to only about
sixty-five per cent.

By the time the cyanide process had

been proved the solution to the question of recovery and the
process had been installed at the mill, the assay value of
the ores had dropped to such an extent that the ninety-five
per cent recovery realized by the new process could not make
the operations successful.

The lamentable part is that the

rich ores and the cyanide process could not come at the same
time.
Although there were exceptions in cases where partic
ularly rich ore bodies were uncovered, the story of the region
centers around successive attempts to realize upon the values
contained in the silver sulfide ores.

The introduction of the

cyanide process, however, opened the way for the recovery of
more than twenty millions of dollars between the time of its
introduction and the present.
The outstanding success story in the history of the
camp in the days prior to the introduction of large scale
operations is that of Mr. Ernest Craig.

Mr. Craig, an

Englishman, came to Mogollon between 1897 and 1899, and in
1899 gained control of the Last Chance and Top Mines.

After

extensive experimentation in the treatment of the ores from
the Last Chance and after having gone broke twice, with his
third stake and the persistence and patience of Job, Mr. Craig
was successful in taking a fortune from the Last Chance.

. ••

;.'V
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Mr. Craig returned to England after 1910, and subsequently became a member of the British House of Commons.

37

The statement has been made by oldtimers of the district that
no appreciable returns have been paid to investors in the
Last Chance and Top properties since the days of Ernest
o&
Craig.
Whitewater Creek Region

The early efforts at exploitation of the mineral
resources of the Mogollon Mining District, which have had
their location on Whitewater Creek, have centered largely
around attempts to harness the waters of Whitewater Creek
as a source of power for milling operations.

The most

notable of these attempts were the Graham Mill and the Whitewater Power House.

Since the Whitewater Power House came in

the present century with the development of large scale
operations,

its treatment will be reserved for discussion in

connection with the Socorro Mines Company.

The Graham Mill

project, however, was one of the earlier developments of the
district, and an account of its operations will be recorded
here.
The Confidence Mine, located by John Lambert in 1889,

37

W. E. Lipsey, employee of Last Chance Company,
personal interview, Mogollon, New Mexico, June, 1938.
38 Ibid.

; 'H '

V

1.1

- ■-

. - "

*

____

________

31
passed into the control of Folio* Leuvick, of Denver, in 1391.
In the same year Leavick and E. A. Cunningham picked a site
for a mill on Whitewater Creek with the idea of utilizing the
waters of the Creek for power.

David H* Moffat, of Denver,

financed the building of the mill, which was completed in
1392, and is said to have met the deficits resulting from
operations for many 3rears thereafter.

39

John T. Graham,

through connections with Moffat, was placed in charge of the
mill, and the mill and the settlement both took his name.
In order to utilize the waters of Whitewater Creek for
power, a pipe line two and three-fourths miles long was run
up the creek at a cost of approximately one hundred and seventy40
five thousand dollars.
In building the pipe line, no
account was taken of expansion, which opened the joints to
such an extent that the loss of power was so great that a
steam engine, fired with wood, had to be installed to furnish
supplementary power.

As the hauling distance became greater

and greater, the price of wood rose to a peak of ten dollars
per cord; while at the same time the value of ore being
treated, dropped from around thirty dollars per ton to nine
to eleven dollars.

39

During the last few years of operations,

E. A. Cunningham,
New Mexico, June, 1933.
40

Ibid,

personal interview, Glenwood,
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the mill was powered by crude oil engines and the cyanide
process was installed; but the best of the ore was already
gone and a profit was never realized.

It would be Interesting

to know how much more money was put into this project than was
ever taken out.
Although the settlement at Graham never reached a
population of more than one hundred people, there was a store,
operated by the company, a dance hall, a Chinese laundry, and
the post office.

Electrically lighted stables wore maintained,

capable of housing one hundred horses and mules used in
hauling ore.

The last attempt at operation was in 1914*

All

that nor remains on the site is the crumbled walls of the mill.

CHAPTER III
RECENT OPERATIONS

The Little Fanny Properties

The history of the only property in the Mogollon
Mining District which has consistently maintained a market
value and the active interest of mining men through the
years since discovery, has centered around the Little Fanny
Mine and the Fanny Mill.
The Little Fanny Mine was discovered in 1837, by
Frank Vingoe, who gave the mine the name of his wife.'*'

It

seemed, while the rich oxidized surface ores lasted, that
Fate had picked Frank Vingoe for a millionaire.

Before his

death, however, Vingoe1s luck had run out; and the control
of the property had passed into the hands of a group of St.
Louis capitalists who organized the Little Fanny Mining
Company, erected a fifteen stamp mill, pan amalgamation
process, and in spite of losses of from thirty to fifty per
cent of the assay value of the ores, continued operations,
until the gross value of the ores taken from the mine amounted
to one million dollars.

2

The last ton of ore treated by the

-L Mrs. Maurice E» Coates, personal interview, Reserve,
New Mexico, April, 1939.
^ R* S, Allen, The Mogollon Mines, 2nd Annual Edition,
1911.
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Little Fanny Mining Company averaged, in spite of a fifty
per cent loss of values, twenty dollars per ton in gold, and
silver.
Dissension within the Little Fanny Mining Company
resulted in the reorganization of the company as the Mogollon
Mining and Investment Company,

After a short period of

operation, during which the rich vein which had been yielding
pay ore in previous years ran out, the Mogollon Mining and
Investment Company suspended operations.
At this critical stage, Mr, William J. Weatherby, of
the firm of Cooney and Weatherby, Mining Engineers, who had
been interested in the property throughout its development
went to New York and finally succeeded in inducing the firm
of Hotchkiss and Barber to interest Mr. William Childs, of
Child’s Restaurants fame, in financing twenty-five thousand
dollars worth of development work in an effort to find pay
ore at greater depths than had as yet been explored in the
Little Fanny Mine.^
The agreement upon which Hotchkiss and Barber secured
and supplied the money for the development of this mine shows
clearly the faith of the partners, Cooney and Weatherby, in
the success of the project.

The agreement was that, in the

it
^ William J. Weatherby,

Kew Mexico, October, 1938.

personal interview, Mogollon,
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event that pay ore was found, the firm of Hotchkiss and
Barber would underwrite sufficient funds for the construc
tion of facilities for the working of the mine*

On the other

hand, failure to strike pay ore with twenty-five thousand
dollars supplied, would obligate Cooney and Weatherby to turn
over to Hotchkiss and Barber their entire holdings in the
district.
The sinking of a shaft in the Fanny Mine was success
ful in hitting pay ore, thus proving false persistent rumors
of the time that the Fanny had been bottomed.
The sinking of a three compartment vertical working
shaft five hundred feet was accomplished in twenty-seven
weeks.

J. D* Murphy, Billy Johns, Lou Norris, and Tim Shea

were the contractors.

At the five hundred foot level a cross

cut was run to the vein which proved to be twenty-four feet
wide where it was cut.

The Hew York underwriters selected

three different engineers to pass on the work, all of -whom
reported favorably on the values and strength of the vein.^
Bonds having face value of one million and fifty thou
sand dollars were then underwritten, and eight hundred arid
fifty thousand dollars in cash was placed in the treasury of
the newly organized Socorro Mines Company.^ Active work was

t
x' William J. Weatherby, letter to J. B. Anderson,
August 22, 1938.
5 Ibid.
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then started on the Fanny and other property acquired.
In 1908 the construction of the Fanny Mill was begun.
At the same time work started on the Whitewater Power House.
By August of 1909* the powerhouse and mill were operating.
Electrical po¥/er was transmitted by heavy transmission lines
from the power site on Whitewater Creek to the mill on
Fanny Hill near the mine.

6

The purpose of the Socorro Mines Company in placing
their power unit on Yihitewater Creek was to use the waters
of that creek in generating power.

Peltons were placed on

the site; but the New York Consulting Engineer advised against
utilizing the waters of the creek; and steam power, using wood
for fuel, was substituted.

The present owners of the mill are,

however, retaining the water right at the site of the proposed
dam, which might indicate that they consider the original idea
of water power a feasible development for the future.
The introduction of crude oil engines as a source of
power by Mr. Earl C. Cleveland at the Beadwood Mill in 1911
reduced the cost of power to such an extent that, in 1912, a
new power house, equipped with Diesel Engines, was built
adjacent to the Fanny Mill, and the Whitewater Powerhouse
7
was abandoned.

H. A. Hoover, Agent for Lehigh Metals Company,
personal interview, Mogollon, New Mexico, November, 1937.

7 Ibid.
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In 1912, a reorganization of the Socorro Mines took
place; and, out of this reorganization, came the Socorro
Mining and Milling Company *

In the process of reorganization,

the capitalization of the property was reduced from six
million dollars to two million dollars.

g

Reorganization, plus

reduced power costs, enabled the Socorro Mining and Milling
Company to operate at a profit of one million dollars for the
five years between 1912 and 1917.
Destruction by fire, in the fall of 1917, of a large
part of the property, led to a second reorganization, which
resulted in the property passing into the control of the
American Silver Corporation.

This organization undertook to

rebuild and operate the plant in 1918, but lack of financial
support forced them into receivership in 1921.

In 1922, the

Mogollon Mines Company leased the property from the receivers
arid operated for about three years at a profit of approxi9
raately two hundred and fifty thousand dollars.
The Little Fanny Mine, around which most of the
activity of the district has centered for many years, has
been extensively developed.

The vein has been mined laterally

for a distance of two thousand feet and down to the eleven
hundred foot level.

3 Ibid.
9 Ibid

There are several winzes below the eleven
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hundred foot level, but very little drifting and crosscut
ting,

From some of the levels, the workings have been

extended into the territory of adjacent properties.
The production of the Little Fanny up to the year
1919 was four million eight hundred and sixty-nine thousand
dollars.

The only production from this mine since that time

was in 1923, 1924, and 1925, during which time a limited
tonnage was mined from the Little Fanny vein and from adjoin
ing properties through the Little Fanny workings.

The mill

was operated in 1924 and 1925 but was shut down from 1926
until 1928.

In fact, during the period between 1926 and

1928, the whole of the Mogollon caaip was shut down, the
available ores being too poor to meet the costs of operation
at the prevailing price of silver.
In 1928, the property was sold at auction by the
receivers of the American Silver Corporation and was bought
in by the Lehigh Metals Company,
Mr. William J, Weatherby.
owner of the property.

10

at the instigation of

Lehigh Metals is the present

The owners carried on intermittent

operations until 1930, when the property was leased by Ira L.
Wright and associates of Silver City, who began steady
operations, which have continued to the present time, although
the lease on the property passed into control of the

10

Ibid.

Blackhawk Consolidated Mines Company, Theodore Treeker,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, president,

in 1933*

The property under this lease includes the Little
Fanny Mine and Mill and Diesel power plant, and a group of
forty claims located about one-half mile to the northwest of
the town of Mogollon, as well as a number of other groups of
claims to the north of Silver Creek.
At present the lessees are treating ores from the
Andrew Jackson-Consolidated Mine, as well as doing custom
milling for smaller operators in tne area.

The gold and

silver production is half a million dollars per annum.^

The Oaks Tunnel
The most ambitious plan so far projected for the
development of the mineral veins of the Mogollon District
was conceived and planned by Mr. William J. Weatherby.

The

Oaks Company was organized by him for the purpose of pro
moting a mass production, cheap milling project, which would
tap the major producing veins of the district as well as
many of the smaller and as yet undeveloped veins.
The core of the project of the Oaks Company was a
tunnel known as the Oaks Tunnel.

This tunnel was so pro

jected that it would cut thirteen of the mineral bearing

11

W. J. Weatherby, personal interview, Mogollon,
hew Mexico, August, 1933.

veins of the district, including such famous veins as the
Little Fanny, the Maud S-DeepDown, and the Last ChanceConfidence.-*-^
According to a prospectus drawn up by Mr. Weatherby
in 1913, the Oaks Company owned and controlled more than five
hundred acres of the richest mineral land in the area.

All

tne veins in this area could be worked from the Oaks Tunnel.
This tunnel, as projected, would tap the veins of the dis
trict at depths of from one thousand to eighteen hundred
feet below their surface outcroppings.

Besides reaching the

ore bearing veins at great depth, the tunnel would serve as
a drainage canal for the mines of tne district.

Ores,

instead of being hoisted through a great distance to the sur
face, would be taken through the tunnel in electrically
operated cars to the portal of the tunnel, where a mill of
one thousand tons capacity was to be constructed.

The drain

age of the large area covered by the tunnel was expected to
develop water in sufficient quantities to operate turbines
at tne mouth of the tunnel, thus making a great saving in the
production of electrical power for the operation of the mill.
With the tunnel and mill in operation, the officials
oi tne Ociiss Company 1 elt that the lower grade ores could be
milled, at a profit oj. as muGn as one dollar per ton, while

12
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profits from the higher grade ores were expected to run as
high as ten dollars per ton.
From the mill site on Mineral Creek the tunnel, as
projected, would have reached a maximum length of some ninetyfive hundred feet, and would produce at least one hundred
million dollars worth of ore at an estimated profit of around
fifty million dollars.
That the idea has not been abandoned after many years
of failure to interest capital in the scheme is evidenced by
the continuing faith of Mr. Weatherby and Mr. H. A. Hoover,
the president and secretary of the old Oaks Company, that
some day the project will be carried through and will mean
the development of the Mogollon Mining District into one of
the major silver and gold producers of the world.

This

continued faith, by two men who have played leading roles in
keeping the district alive through its many ups and downs,
lends weight to tne fundamental soundness of this plan of
exploitation of the resources of the district.
The Last Chance

As was mentioned in Chapter II, the outstanding
success story of the Mogollon Mining District centers around
the Last Chance Mine.
The first development of the Last Chance Claim was
done by Conly and Johnson, the discoverers, who packed a few
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tons of surface ores to one of the mills located on Mineral
C r e e k . C o n l y and Johnson soon sold out to a group of
Omaha, Nebraska, men, who constructed a fifteen stamp, pan
amalgamation mill for the treatment of the ores.

Although

this Nebraska company treated a considerable amount of ore,
they were unable to recover the values in paying quantities,
and in 1899, the property was sold to the Ernestine Mining
Company, of which .bar. Ernest Craig was the head.1^
After considerable experimentation in the treatment
of the ores from the mine, Mr. Craig converted the mill to
the cyanide process, and a period of approximately ten years
of profitable development began.

The Last Chance is said to

nave produced a total of six million dollars in gold and
silver ores before 1912, at which time the great ore pockets
were exhausted and the property was sold by tne Ernestine
Mining Company to tne Mogolion Mines Company.
The Mogolion Mines Company was organized by General
Frank Hitchcock,15 one time Postmaster-General of the United
States.

This organization brought about the consolidation

of the i*u31 Chance, the Top, and the Maud S mines under one

13 ,3
Maurice E. Coates, personal interview, Mogolion,
New Mexico, July, 1938.
14
15

Ibid.

2. E. Lipsey, employee of Ernestine Mining Company,
and Mogolion Mines Company, personal interview. Mogolion. New
Mexico, June, 1933.
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head.
In 1914, the Mogollon Mines Company showed a profit of
$1,061.35: ana in 1915, a profit of $30,556.56 was shown on
the annual report.

In this year, 1915, a small dividend was

declared ,±b this being the only dividend ever paid by the
17
Mogollon Mines Company.^
By 1919, the Mogollon Mines Company had bought, leased,

18

and taken option on a total of twenty-four claims,^

compris

ing the greater part of the promising raining land of the
district not under the control of the A f r i c a n Silver Corpor
ation.

These claims included the Deadwood arid. Sunburst, which

were held under option from the Deadwood Mining Company.
In April of 1922, the option held on the Deadwood and
Sunburst claims was dropped by the Mogollon Mines Company.
During the same year, however, the company took option on the
Alberta group, comprising thirteen claims.
During 1923, the Mogollon Mines leased the holdings of
the American Silver Corporation.

During 1924 and 1925, the

Fanny Mill was operated by the Mogollon Mines Company, ores
being taken from the Fanny Mine and from the Alberta ?ein

'LO Mogollon Mines Company, Annual Re port, 1915.
17

W. E. Lipsey, personal interview, Mogollon, New
Mexico, June, 1938.

18 Mogollon Mines Company, Annual Report f 1919.

through the working of the Fanny.

19

On January 1, 1926, the Mogollon Mines stopped
operations.

From this time until 1935 no work was done.

In 1935, the organization of the Mogollon Consolidated Mines
Company brought some work on the Last Chance.

The Deadwood Properties
The Deadwood and Sunburst claims, which through the
years have been the core of the properties known as the
Deadwood, were discovered by two men by the names of Frank
Smith and. Ross Thomas.

21

These claims remained practically undeveloped until
1903, when Earl C. Cleveland and E. J. Weatherhead bought
them and, in 1905, began sinking a shaft on the Deadwood
claim.

In 1905, the first mill was constructed on the prop-

erty, and milling operations were begun.

22

The Deadwood Mill

was of the cyanide type; and with the introduction of fuel
oil engines as a source of power in 1911,

this mill became

the first to thoroughly and economically recover a large
percentage of the values contained in the ore treated.

19 Mogollon Mine s Company, Annual Reports, 1923, 1924,
1925.
20 W. E. Lipsey y personal interview, Mogollon, Hew
Mexico, June, 1931.
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George Kraus y personal interview, Mogollon, Hew
Mexico, June, 1938.
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Although it is said that the Deadwood properties
never earned a great amount above expenses, operations were
continued until 1914* when the property was partially or
wholly closed for a period of twenty years.
In 1917, a company composed of parties from the state
of Sinaloa, Mexico, attempted to work the property, but were
not successful.

Again in 1926, attempts were made to put

the property on a producing basis, arid some ore was treated
by the Mogollon Mines Company; but after 1927, the mines and
mill were completely closed until 1935.

23

In 1934, the Mogollon Consolidated Mines Company,
A. P. Barrett, Fort Worth, Texas, president, obtained a lease
on the Deadwood Mine and Mill, along with the Sunburst, Last
Chance, and Eberle and Bratton claims.

Through 1935, 1936,

and 1937, some work was carried on by this company; but in
the spring of 1933, their holdings were sold to satisfy
claims against the o p e r a t o r s . ^
Present Status of the District
Conditions are more promising in the Mogollon District
at the present time than at ary time for the past several years.

^

George Kraus, personal interview, Mogollon, hew
Mexico, June, 1933.
24
e . L-ipsey, bookkeeper of Mogollon Consolidated
Mines Company, personal interview, Mogollon, New Mexico,
June, 1938.
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Production by the Blackhawk Consolidated Mines
Company has increased from 35>405 dry tons of ore in 1936
to 64,352 dry tons in 1936.

25

Indications are that the pro

duction of this company will continue to increase during
1939.

The greater part of the ore produced by the Black-

hawk during the past two years has cose from the Consolidated
Claim, one of forty-six patented claims held under lease
from Lehigh Metals Company.
The average value of the ore being worked by the
Blackhawk is ten dollars per ton.

Of this assay value, about

ninety per cent is being recovered at the mill by the cyanide
process now in us e . w~ It is estimated that at present operating costs, eight dollar ore can be worked at a profit,

27

which would indicate that the operations of the Blackhawk
are reasonably profitable.
Others v/ho are producing small amounts of ore, or who
are doing development work in the district during 1939, are
Hils Bagge, W * J . Weatherby, Joe Rivera, Theodor Carter, and
Charles N . ilunn.
Nils Bagge, who has been prospecting various claims
in the district since 1936, has in the past few months been

25 H. R. Heyne, Purchasing Agent, Blackhawk Consolida
ted Mines Company, personal interview, Mogollon, New Mexico,
February, 1939.
26 Ibid.
Ibid.
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working the Top Claim by hand.
high and low grade ore.

This claim is producing both

The highest grade ore is being

shipped directly to the Smelter in £1 Paso, Texas, while the
ores of lower grade are being treated at trie Fanny Mill by
28
the Blackhawk Consolidated people on a custom basis.
Joe Rivera is working the extreme east end of the
Consolidated Claim by hand and is producing ore which, though
of low grade, is of lailling value, and is being treated by
the Blackhawk Mill.

29

Theodor Carter has a number of men developing the
30
Gold Bullion Claim, which is showing very good prospects.
Charles B. Munn, one of the old timers of the district,
is developing the Iron Hat, Iron Bar, and Iron Horse Claims.
Mr. Munns is going under the ore bodies on these claims in
preparation for extensive stoping.

Results look promising.

31

William J. We&therby and associates, under arrangement
with Blackhawk Consolidated, are producing mill grade ore on
the eleven hundred foot 3.evel of the Little Fanny Mine. These

men have also recently cut a tunnel into the vein on the old
Maud S Claim and are producing profitable ore from that claim.

28 Ibid.
29

Ibid.

30 Ibid.
31 «*•' »j
xuxa.

The approach to the ore of the Maud S was begun at such an
unpromising spot that one of the more prominent employees
of the Blaekhawk Consolidated Company was heard to remark,
tfI d o n ’t see ho?? in the devil that old rascal nosed out ore
32
in that spot.”'

This may be construed as a compliiaent to

William J. Weatherby, the man who has never lost faith in
the idea that the Mogolion District is some day to be one
of the major gold and silver producing regions of the
world.

32
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